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Majesty's ministers undoubtedly was the tendency
of Ms right honorable friend's motion, not, how-
ever, in the hasty and precipitate manner proposed
by the minister, but after a deliberate inquiry into
their conduct? and a serious investigation of the de-
gree of blame which they had incurred by the cala-
mities and disasters which the country had expe-
rienced. After the Chancellor of the Exchequer
had observed, that those who thought with his right
honorable friend as to the conduct of ministers, and
the want of vigor manifested in our operations both
by land and sea, ought to move for immediate re-
moval; he had said that there was an implied
attack on the commanders and officers of the army
and navy; nothing could be more unfounded than
this assertion, for Mr. Fox had particularly stated,
that he imputed the whole to the negligence and folly
of administration. The right honorable gentleman
(Mr. Pitt) had contended that this discussion ought
to have been brought forward previous to the vote of
supply ; he however should wish to know what that
gentleman would have said if this had been done.
Would he not have said, that it could only proceed
from a factions and turbulent spirit to agitate a
question of such a nature while the enemy is at the
door, and the house had not granted those aids which
could alone enable the country ro resist the dangers
which threatened them ? He seemed therefore to
think, that after a supply had been granted, all in-
quiry into the conduct of ministers was at an end;
as if a supply for the immediate defence of the conn-
try were to be an act of indemnity for all the mis-
conduct and imprudence which had been the cause
of such mischievous effects to the country. That
such inquiry was necessary, he was fully persuaded j
he did not believe there were ten persons, either in
or out of the house, who did not think that the war
had been scandalously misconducted. The imagi-
nation of man could not conceive another country
where ministers could retain their situation after a